Chapter Il

In order to get far: RedCLARA



All the voices

Paola Arellano, Executive Director of REUNA - Chile:

The work done by the ALICE project and CLARA has
been fundamental. In fact, it changed the regional scenario. Today
we see an absolutely different reality in the sphere of academic
networks in Latin America and their international connection.
There are now 12 networks connected, but a few years ago the
situation was quite different, with only four established networks
linked to international academic networks. Clearly this change,
which was made possible thanks to the establishment of RedCLARA,
favourably affects the collaboration activities that can be
accomplished within the region. By using these networks, we are
now able to interact with a greater number of institutions, through
working in joint projects within the region and also with international
counterparts. As never before, today we have the possibility to
link together, via RedCLARA, institutions which due to their
characteristics, are distributed throughout the region; an example
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of this can be seen in the initial actions with FAQ, ECLAC and
IDB. Moreover, our partner universities are beginning to appreciate
the benefits of this initiative and today we have a
significant flow of invitations to participate in projects in Latin
America and Europe. This is certainly a huge opportunity.

However, we must bear it in mind that the “physical
network” is not sufficient; we need real commitment to work in
projects and applications which provide value for the
network, and to encourage the existing initiatives so that the
network is used. This is a task that requires joint efforts from all
ALICE and CLARA partners to motivate their institutions to use
this platform.

One of REUNA's strategic objectives and guidelines is
the support for the development of collaborative projects. This is
why we have been very active in participating in initiatives
generated within CLARA -EELA and RINGrid, for instance-,
not only through the direct participation of our Chilean corporation,
but also by involving our member universities; we are certain that
this is the best way to start establishing collaboration networks
which make use of advanced communication networks.






