Chapter I

In order to get far: Get connected



ALICE wove its network in Latin America

“The contribution stemming from the implementation of
RedCLARA and the creation of the CLARA organisation has
been crucial for local development in the Latin American
territory. Our continent keeps on looking for presents and
futures which include views, voices and ideas under the light of
the world technological scenario, and the existence of
RedCLARA, currently a reality and the result of an intense
collaboration work, appoints us as protagonists of a local
development branded with the distinctive seal of territorial
societies from Latin America.
The Latin American network is a vast information motorway
implemented in order to promote the exchange of ideas,
experiences and opinions, and, above all, to facilitate joint work
in scientific and academic research. Today we are incorporated
and we are intensely contributing in the main ongoing academic
collaboration projects at a global level, which is crucially
important in order to move closer towards the horizon of

development that we envision in the countries in the continent.”
Eriko Porto, Network Engineer, RedCLARA.

Let us make a parody for a while; let us allow ourselves to develop a little metaphorical exercise, with the slight ambition

of making a hint at humour:

ALICE, the girl who had succeeded in putting into concrete form the romance between the pan-European advanced network
and the rising networks established in Latin America, wanted to seal the bond by weaving a network which would serve not only to
dress up the beautiful America, but also to tie it directly to its spouse GEANT by means of the strength of the fibre. In order to accomplish
her self-imposed task, ALICE invited her friend CLARA to weave the network. As these two loyal friends moved forward in their
lahour, they decided to give a special name to their novel piece of work and they named it RedCLARA. On 31 August 2004, when the
dark skin of the beautiful bride was still unfinished, the network, ALICE and RedCLARA met two of their greatest aims;
yes, on that day they succeeded in making the long and powerful fibre of RedCLARA go across the Atlantic to definitely join Latin

America with GEANT.
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